
Parish Calendar 2025 
Our parish calendar for 2025 is available. The cost  of 
prinƟng is covered from the proceeds from our                
Pastoral Fund collecƟons taken up as a second                   
collecƟon on certain Sundays. Feel free to take a copy. 

St. Joseph’s Church Wilton 
Telephone: 021- 4341362   Website: www.smawilton.ie  email: stjosephschurchwilton@sma.ie 

Open My Heart 

How wonderful that in a humble maiden’s ‘Yes’                            
lay the desƟny of our salvaƟon! 
Such a sign of your love for us! 
How wonderful that you never impose upon us. 
But always ask us, ask us to share your desƟny. 
How blessed we are through Mary! 
How blessed we are that you ask us too! 
In everyday things of this Advent, 
as I prepare for Christmas, 
May I open my heart and say ‘Yes’ to your will in my life. 
Amen. 

Update on Trócaire’s Work in Gaza 
For St Joseph’s Wilton Parish—December 2024 
The Raw Facts: 
· The latest death toll (as of 12 December 2024) stands at 

45,614 PalesƟnians of which 17,492 are children. 1,139 
people from the Israeli populaƟon have lost their lives. 

· 106,257 PalesƟnians have been injured and 11,000 are 
sƟll missing, many remain under the rubble and                      
demolished homes, schools and other buildings that 
once stood in Gaza. 

· So far, 90% of the Gazan populaƟon has been displaced 
– this is 1.9 million IDPs (internally-displaced people). 

· Close to 100% of Gaza’s populaƟon now live in poverty. 
495,000 people are facing catastrophic levels of food 
insecurity. 

· The educaƟon system has collapsed. All 625,000               
school-aged children of Gaza have been out of school 
since October 7, 2023. 

· Gaza’s health system has been significantly                           
compromised. 80% of the primary care centres are no 

longer funcƟonal. 19 hospitals out of 36 are out of                 
service. 

· Over 300 humanitarian workers have been                          
killed in Gaza in the past year. 

Tax Back 2025 
We thank our members who parƟcipated in our Tax Back 
program during 2024.  We ask new members who can join 
and parƟcipate with us for 2025 to please do so.  
 

All that is required is for a person to be paying tax and 
during the course of the year, if the accumulaƟon of your                        
contribuƟons exceeds €250 we, the Church, can submit 
your name to revenue and the parish will receive €120 
from the Government, at no cost to yourself.  
 

This money will be of great benefit to the upkeep of our 
parish in 2026. 

Christmas Charity 
People have been quietly making contribuƟons via the 
box on the wall at the back of the church over the past 
months.  In this regard I am happy to declare for the 
Christmas period we will make another drive in support 
of the people of Gaza, in conjuncƟon with Trócaire. 
 

Our Christmas appeal 2024 in support of Gaza now 
stands at €3,095. If you'd like to support our Gaza              
appeal, place a red ribbon on the Christmas tree and 
place your donaƟon in the money box beside the tree. 

Mass Office
In the Mass Office are various items for sale which people 
might like to purchase as Christmas giŌs for family members 
and friends. Christmas is a good Ɵme to offer a home a spiritual  
token.  Also on sale in the Mass Office are copies of the very 
popular

Christmas Mass Arrangements 2024 
Tuesday 24th December: Christmas Eve 
Mass at 10.00 am 
Vigil Mass for Christmas: 8.00 pm 
 

Wednesday 25th December: Christmas Day 
Masses at 10.30 am and 12 noon 
No evening Mass on Christmas Day 
 

Thursday 26th December 
Mass at 12 noon 

Parish Charity 
Recently Fr. Michael visited the home of the Cork City 
Missing Person’s Search and Recovery whom we              
supported with a donaƟon of €3,000. Paul O’Flynn 
was on hand to record the visit and                                       
produced an interesƟng video of the                                            
work of the group and their moƟvaƟon.                                                      
Scan the QR code to view. 

Wishing you all a happy and peaceful                  
Christmas from everyone here at the SMA! 




