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Living with Grief and Loss 
The parish is happy to announce that SHEP is hosƟng a 
program to provide adults with the opportunity to   
examine how loss, change or grief has impacted on 
their lives and provide knowledge, skills, and aƫtudes 
to understand and manage these experiences. 
The program will commence on Wednesday 26th         
February at 7pm to 9.30pm in the Parish Centre.  The  
program will run unƟl the 23rd April. There is no 
charge involved in parƟcipaƟng in the program.  
Contact on 021-4666180  
hƩps://www.socialandhealth.com/short-courses-in-
the-community/ 

Ash Wednesday – 5th March 
Once again we invite members to be responsible to 
provide the palms that will be used for the Ash of Ash 
Wednesday.  It is preferable if people have palm 
branches which were blessed last Palm Sunday, if 
these could be returned it would help in puƫng more 
meaning in the ritual of Ash Wednesday. If not, we 
would appreciate palm branches which have been 
withered being brought for the ceremony. 

Parish Charity for February 
Irish Pilgrimage Trust  
UnƟl the start of Lent (5th March) we will again support 
the Irish Pilgrimage Trust. The group takes 126 children 
with addiƟonal needs to Lourdes.  Nurses and carers pay 
their own way but an amount of €19,000 needs to be 
raised to fund the children.  CollecƟon to date €1,033. 
DonaƟons can be placed in the wall boxes at the front of 
the church.   
We are happy to announce that we have sent                 
another €1,000 to Trócaire as another contribuƟon from 
our parish in support of the people of Gaza.  This is the 
result of the contribuƟons people are making over the 
past few weeks.  Another display of our generosity to 
people who really need our help. 

Post Easter Parish Retreat 
Members of the parish are planning a 3 day retreat at 
Ballyvaloo Retreat Centre, Co Wexford on April 22nd to 
25th April.   We need to guarantee at least 10 people 
to aƩend at the price quoted of €345 for 3 nights, full 
board and keep. We need to confirm if we are 
aƩending preƩy soon. Anyone who wishes to join the 
group should give their name to Sheila or Pauline as 
soon as possible. 

Today’s Gospel  
Many people have commented on our Gospel today 
saying that the preaching of Jesus to bless those who 
curse you and pray for those who mistreat you is very 
difficult.  They also suggest that it would be impossible 
to run a society on the principle of turning the other 
cheek or giving your shirt to someone who robbed you 
of your coat, but that very impossibility tells us that the 
kingdom of God has not yet been realized in our 
world. 
But the passage concludes with the sobering 
words: “Give and there will be gifts for you … 
because the amount you measure out is the 
amount you will be given back”. 

The Lough Flower and Garden Club   
The Lough Flower and Garden Club are happy to welcome  
folklorist Shane Lehane on Tuesday next February 25th, to 
give a talk on The Irish Folk Year. Shane’s talk will tell us of 
customs, tradiƟons, and beliefs in Irish folklore.  
Time: 7.30pm, Venue: SMA Parish Centre, Wilton 
Everyone welcome. Visitors €10. 

Second-hand Spiritual Books 
For a number of months we were blessed as a parish 
with the sale of second-hand spiritual books at the back 
of the church.  A number of people parted with so 
many books that allowed the pracƟce to conƟnue for a 
number of months and from the sale of these books we 
realized good income for our Parish ChariƟes and I also 
hope that our parishioners benefited from purchasing 
some of these books. 
The source of these books is drying up and it would be 
nice if the pracƟce could conƟnue.  If people who 
bought these books, when finished with them, could 
return them for resale, we could resell these books for 
other people to  benefit from them, and also conƟnue 
to make funds for our chariƟes. I think this effort was 
very much in keeping with a priority for our parish.  We 
wish to encourage Adult FormaƟon of our members. 
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