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What does Pope Francis say about the 
environment? 
Pope Francis tells us that the earth is a beau ful garden 
that God has given us as a gi  to ll and take care of. The 
earth, he says, is our common home. It is part of our             
family like a sister that we share life with, a beau ful 
mother who opens her arms to embrace us. We are one 
single family with a common home. In the le er we can 
see Pope Francis almost weeping as he asks, “What have 
we done with sister earth?” And the answer he gives is 
that we have abused her. He tells us that our sister cries 
out to us of the harm we have inflicted on her by our                             
irresponsible use and abuse of the good which God has 
endowed us with. We have come to see ourselves as 
Lords and Masters, en tled to plunder her at will. The 
earth itself is the most abandoned and maltreated of our 
poor and groans in travail.  The earth, our home, is              
beginning to look more like an immense pile of filth. In 
many parts of the planet, once beau ful landscapes and 
oceans are now covered with rubbish. 

Our International Day 
The Interna onal Fun Day was an opportunity to             
highlight our concern for the people of Gaza. The            
financial support given to this cause was fantas c. We 
collected €8,000. A representa ve of Trócaire 
will come to our parish this weekend                                 
and collect a cheque for the amount. 
Scan the QR code to view a short film of                                        
our Interna onal Fun Day. 
 

We thank Paul O’Flynn for the presenta on. 

Invitation To Join In A Book Sharing 
Recently, we put out an invita on to join a book            
group. If you have registered and paid €5 to join our 
book group, you can collect your copy of the book 
from the sacristy. We ask people to read the                         
introduc on and part one.  A date will be arranged for 
our first mee ng. 

SMA National Novena to St. Therese 

The SMA Novena in honour of St. Therese began on 
Monday 23rd September 2024 at St. Joseph’s SMA 
Church, Blackrock Road and will close on Tuesday 1st 
October 2024. The Novena Mass will be celebrated 
each evening at 7.30 p.m. (except Saturday @ 7.00 pm 
Mass).  There will be a guest choir and singer each 
evening. 

Mass Schedule Back To Normal 
Star ng in October, the usual evening 5.35pm Mass            
schedule will resume. It’s nice to see the number of           
people who a end these Masses. We hope that the need 
to cut masses was a reminder of the shortage of priests 
and we are grateful for the re red priests who assist in 
enabling us to have the privilege of two Masses each day. 
This might be an opportunity for some members of the 
congrega on to consider offering their service as reader 
or Eucharis c ministers at these masses. Some of the           
current ministers have given Trojan service and would like 
to see new volunteers coming forward and offering their 
service. 

It doesn’t matter what other people say 
or do.  

 

What matters is what you choose to                           
believe about yourself. 

Parish Newsletter 
For most parishes, the weekly newsle er is an                   
important tool of communica on.  It contains the    
no ces for the coming week and keeps people in the 
loop about what is going on. Many parishes print 
these no ces on one side of a page with the Sunday 
readings printed on the reverse side.  Therefore, the 
Word of God is taken home by the people into their 
homes where it can be pondered again throughout 
the day and even seen by other family members who 
did not, for whatever reason, come to Mass. The           
parish newsle er is also a powerful symbol of mission 
and outreach.  By giving one to the sick, the                
housebound, and those in nursing homes, we are 
keeping them  connected to the faith community and 
reminding them that they have not been forgo en. 

Developing a personal prayer life is 
your responsibility 
The habit of prayer needs to be developed and the            
parish offers various opportuni es for one to join with 
others in nurturing their prayer life.  
There is the daily prac ce of Adora on, si ng quietly in 
the presence of the Blessed Sacrament.  
Opportuni es  for this prac ce are from Monday to               
Saturday 10.30 - 12.30 am and Wednesday 6 to 7 pm. 
We offer an opportunity to sit in Silent Adora on on 
Wednesday in the sacristy at 7.30 pm for 30 minutes. 
On Thursdays a er morning Mass, a group meets in a 
room, adjacent to the sacristy to par cipate in “Lec o 
Divina” – this is the prac ce of a period of prayerful               
reflec on of the Gospel for the coming Sunday. 
All these prayer opportuni es are open to all, and all are 
welcome. 




