
St. Joseph’s Church Wilton 
Telephone: 021- 4341362   Website: www.smawilton.ie  email: stjosephschurchwilton@sma.ie 

Tax Back 2025 
As one comes to the end of another year, we look         
forward to the next. It is Ɵme to first of all thank those 
parish members who parƟcipated in our Tax Back  
Program for 2024.  These are difficult financial Ɵmes 
for everyone, church included, and I would like to 
acknowledge, and thank, the effort made by those 
members who parƟcipated in our Tax Back program 
for 2024.  

We are a small parish and yet during 2023, at no cost 
to ourselves, we received back from the tax 
man €16,633.65. It makes a big difference to our      
overall income and gives us the freedom to consider 
possible development opƟons for the parish. 

So now we are geƫng ready for 2025. We are                
appealing to new members paying tax to consider   
joining our Tax Back program for 2025.  It will not in 
any way inconvenience a person or draw any                
aƩenƟon to a person’s financial story. 

All that is required is for a person paying tax: they   
register their name and consent to being part of the 
program. The person receives a box of envelopes for 
each Sunday of the year; all that is required is that by 
the end of 2025 the total amount of contribuƟons    
received by the church exceeds €250. 

The more a person contributes, the more the church 
receives back from the tax man, if the person does 
not exceed the €250, that person’s name cannot be                 
submiƩed. 

Parish Calendar 2025 
Our parish calendar for 2025 is available at the church 
entrance. The cost of prinƟng is covered from the  
proceeds from our Pastoral Fund collecƟons taken up 
in church. Feel free to take a copy. 

Blackrock Road Parish Christmas Concert 
St Joseph’s SMA Parish, Blackrock Rd are holding a Christmas 
concert on Sunday December 8th at 5pm. Admission is free but 
there will be a collecƟon for Pieta House. The Cork City Male 
Voice choir and Passage West Church choir will be in aƩendance. 

Monthly Charity 
Our Monthly Charity for November was Cork               
Missing Persons Search and Recovery (CCMPSAR). 
This is a non-profit voluntary registered charity 
which relies solely on donaƟons. They conduct 
land, river and sea searches. Our support for this 
charity now stands at €2,281. Excellent!  
Great to see such a posiƟve response to a local 
charity especially one that is totally dependent on 
charity for it to funcƟon.  
Thank you for your support.  

Bishopstown Seniors  
The parish has received a request from                  
Bishopstown Seniors at Wilton Parish House for 
some financial assistance to enable them to                 
purchase an electronic piano for their centre. They 
badly need to replace their exisƟng piano which is 
used for entertainment for the seniors in the                 
aŌernoons for singing and dancing. As we are in the 
Christmas season, we will support their request 
with €300 from funds raised from the sale of                
second hand books in the parish. 

Advent Week 1 
“Be vigilant at all Ɵmes” (Luke 21) 

The only way to secure the future is to care about the                      
present.  We are all responsible for the world we live in; we are 
not passive vicƟms of the inevitable.  If we do nothing, we can 
hardly accuse the world of conspiring against us.  Peace never 
comes because people are not bothered.  There’s nothing                
automaƟc about peace.  It is not caring and not bothering that 
gives permission to the fanaƟc to blow us all up.  Because we 
care for the world the Lord has given us, we stay awake to what 
is happening in it, good and evil. 

Presence  

Presence isn’t just something to think about; it’s a 
pracƟce that brings us into the only place where 
God is fully present—the NOW. By focusing on our 
breath, we enter a state of calm that quiets the 
mind and opens a doorway to divine peace and 
clarity. The simplicity of being present reveals 
God’s love as close as our next breath, inviƟng us to 
let go of anxieƟes and find deep healing in each 
moment. Imagine living each day grounded—
always able to return to a sense of inner peace! 

What does the Advent wreath symbolise? 
The wreath and candles are full of symbolism Ɵed to the                 
Christmas season. The circle of the wreath, which has no              
beginning or end, symbolises the eternity of God, the                                
immortality, of the soul, and the everlasƟng                                                                   
life we find in Christ. The wreath itself,                                                                            
which is made of various kinds of                                                   
evergreens, signifies conƟnuous life.  

Choir Seeking New Members 
We are looking for new members to join our choir to sing at the 
6 pm mass on Saturdays. This may suit anyone who is interested 
in singing in a very informal seƫng. For further informaƟon, 
please contact Niamh at: 086 373 9232. 




