
Update on Trócaire’s Work in Gaza 
For St Joseph’s Wilton Parish—December 2024 
The Raw Facts: 
· The latest death toll (as of 12 December 2024) stands at 45,614 PalesƟnians of which 17,492 are children. 1,139 people 

from the Israeli populaƟon have lost their lives. 

· 106,257 PalesƟnians have been injured and 11,000 are sƟll missing, many remain under the rubble and demolished 
homes, schools and other buildings that once stood in Gaza. 

· So far, 90% of the Gazan populaƟon has been displaced – this is 1.9 million IDPs (internally-displaced people). 

· Close to 100% of Gaza’s populaƟon now live in poverty. 495,000 people are facing catastrophic levels of food insecurity. 

· The educaƟon system has collapsed. All 625,000 school-aged children of Gaza have been out of school since October 7, 
2023. 

· Gaza’s health system has been significantly compromised. 80% of the primary care centres are no longer funcƟonal. 19 
hospitals out of 36 are out of service. 

· Over 300 humanitarian workers have been killed in Gaza in the past year. 

Jesus & His Jewish Family 
When it comes to thinking about Jesus, it is easy to forget that Jesus was brought up as a pious law-abiding member of the             
Jewish race.  The Jewish religion was his religion; his God was the God of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob; the psalms would have 
been his prayers; his religious educaƟon would have been the  experience of his people in history we have in the Old                
Testament. 
Jesus was not an alien from outer space but emerged from within the tradiƟon of Judaism in first century PalesƟne. He did 
not grow up in the wilderness, but grew up within a family and within a parƟcular neighbourhood. 
What tradiƟons are our young people growing up in today? 
HÊó Ã�Äù Ê¥ çÝ �Ù� Ê½� �ÄÊç¦« ãÊ Ù�Ã�Ã��Ù ã«®Ý ãÙ��®ã®ÊÄ?  
(An account from Limerick 1960!) 
ON Christmas day or (more usually) on the day aŌer, St Stephen’s Day, the custom was to tour the city churches in order to 
see the various cribs. 
“On St. Stephen’s Day you’d bring the children on a tour of all the churches in the city to see the cribs – I brought mine from 
top to boƩom!  They laugh now about it!  We lived in the city centre at that Ɵme.  The best one was in the Redemptorists – 
the figures were lifelike.  They were lovely customs. There wasn’t much more to do with the children that Ɵme.” 
“Noreen, who was the youngest of her family.  Her father used to bring her to “every crib in the city” on Stephen’s Day. She 
makes the point that in her family they didn’t have a crib at home, but that “the crib was in the church”. She and her family 
used to visit the churches on St. Stephen's Day:  “you’d go into each church and you’d see lots of people all coming and            
going in and out, all to see the crib.” 
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Christmas Charity 
Our Christmas charity this year is in support of the 
people of Gaza, in conjuncƟon with Trócaire. As a 
country, we seem to be holding up their plight as a 
real issue that should be addressed and it’s good 
that we, a small ChrisƟan community, are not just 
praying for them but also trying to help the               
agencies who are reaching out to the people in 
these difficult Ɵmes. Our Christmas appeal 2024 
now stands at €4,343. If you'd like to support our 
Gaza appeal, place a red ribbon on the Christmas 
tree and place your donaƟon in the money box 
beside the tree. 

We Give Thanks For Christmas 
“Thank you” is something we all say every day, 
Perhaps even without realising it,  
in shops, on the phone, at work or home, 
especially when someone is kind to us. 
Yet how oŌen do we stop to thank you, Lord,              
to really thank you in our hearts, 
or do we take you for granted too oŌen, 
even forget about you altogether? 
Lord, help us to give thanks today 
for all the joys you give us 
through the Saviour’s birth. Amen. 

What the new year  
brings to you will  

depend a great  
deal on what you  

bring to the new year.  




