
  SMA Church &  
Parish Centre, Wilton smawilton 

St. Joseph’s Church Wilton 
Telephone: 021- 4341362   Website: www.smawilton.ie  email: stjosephschurchwilton@sma.ie 

A New Request For Support:                
GORTA Self-help Africa 
Gorta is an Irish supported iniƟaƟve where funds collected 
are used to undertake various projects in Africa. We invite 
people to take a Gorta bag from the back of the church and 
fill it with items listed on the bag and return to the 
church. We will see that they are collected from the 
church.  There are leaflets explaining the project at the            
table. Thank you to those who have returned their bags. 
Financial donaƟons in support of the appeal can be placed 
in the charity boxes at the front of the church by the               
altar. To date we have collected €809. 

Feast of the Presentation of Jesus 
In today’s Gospel we have two old people, Simeon and 
Anna.  As old people they are connected with the past 
and with memory.  They represent those people who 
remained faithful to the ancient promises of God and 
they long to see the fulfilment of these promises. They 
hungered for God’s presence, and waited for the day 
when they could see it themselves. 
Here is the challenge for us today: At the Eucharist we 
can take Jesus to ourselves, we can share his life, and 
pledge ourselves anew to his Gospel.  No maƩer what 
age we are, we are presented with the same                      
challenge; can we take the Lord into our lives, say yes 
to who he is, and the person he wants us to 
be?  When we say yes to that, then we too can go our 
way in peace. 

Prayer and Action 
A liƩle girl told her father that her brothers were 
seƫng traps to catch birds. She was very upset.  So he 
asked her what she was going to do about it.  She said, 
“I pray that the traps will not work, and the birds will 
go free”. 
“Anything else?” her father asked. 
“I pray that God will direct the birds away from the 
trap,” she answered. 
“And is that all that you did?” the father teased. 
She said, “When the boys weren’t looking, I kicked the 
traps into the ditch”. Now there is a liƩle girl who              
understands prayer. “God helps those who help              
themselves”. I love the prayer used by St. Thomas 
Moore: “O God, give me the grace to work for the 
things I pray for”.  Which brings me back to the liƩle 
girl who kicked the traps into the ditch. 

Parish Charity: Supporting Gaza 
Last week we handed over a cheque for €12,000 to a                              
representaƟve of Trócaire.  The generosity of the response 
is a clear indicaƟon that our parish is commiƩed to             
supporƟng the people of Gaza.  People who wish to                 
conƟnue supporƟng Gaza can do so in the wall box at the 
back of the church marked ‘GAZA’.  This money will be     
forwarded to Trócaire in due course. 

Bank Holiday Mass Times and Novena 
Monday 3rd February, being a Bank Holiday, there will 
be no evening Mass at 5.35 pm. The Blessing of Throats 
will take place aŌer 10 am Mass. 
During the coming week, the Novena to Our Lady of 
Lourdes will be celebrated during the 10 am Mass each 
morning. 
A PenitenƟal Service will be held Saturday 8th               
February during the 10 am Mass. 

St Brigid’s Day 
Everyone knows the St Brigid’s Cross but not many 
know of the “Brideóg” - a figure of Brigid made from 
rushes or straw that was made to bless and protect the 
home for the coming year. To celebrate St Brigid’s Day, 
the SMA Folklore Project have put  
together an exhibiƟon on the different 
craŌs and rituals surrounding the day. 
Below is a picture of the Kniƫng for     
Africa group who helped to craŌ many 
Brideógs for display in the exhibiƟon. 
The exhibiƟon will run unƟl Friday 7th             
February in the SMA Parish Centre. 

Bookkeeper Position 
We are looking for assistance for a number of hours per 
week with the preparaƟon of accounts, VAT, income tax, 
and other statutory tax returns, payroll etc. Please email: 
info@wiltonparishcentre.ie for further details.  

TrócaireÊrepresentativeÊ
receivingÊtheÊchequeÊforÊ
€12,000Êfrom

ÊFrÊM
ichaelÊ 




