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Where Can I Find Jesus Today? 
“Your holy hearsay is not evidence. 
Give me the good news in the present tense. 
What happened nineteen hundred years ago 
May not have happened. 
How am I to know? 
So shut your Bibles up and show me how 
The Christ you talk about 
Is living now.  
(Sydney Carter) -  A good challenge for us                
ChrisƟans today. How would you answer? 
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A New Request For Support: 
A parishioner has nominated a charity dear to 
their heart that they have asked the parish to 
support.  The charity is “Self Help AFRICA”.  This 
is a charity under the guidance of Gorta.  It’s a 
charity that seeks to help various projects 
throughout Africa. The SMA is happy to support 
any iniƟaƟve that helps the people of Africa. 
On the table at the back of the church are 
leaflets outlining some of these projects. 
How you can help: On the table at the back of 
the Church and in the Parish Centre are plasƟc 
bags and on them they indicate the variety of 
items that you can enclose in the bag and return 
to the church or Parish Centre.  We will see 
that Gorta volunteers come to collect. 
Financial donaƟons can be placed in the charity 
boxes at the front of the church by the altar. 
People who wish to conƟnue supporƟng Gaza 
can do so in the wall box at the back of the 
church marked ‘GAZA’.  This money will be   
forwarded to Trócaire in due course. 

Missionaries and Pastoral Workers 
Killed in 2024 
In 2024, according to data verified by Fides, 13 Catholic 
“missionaries” were killed worldwide, including eight 
priests and five lay people. As in recent years, Africa 
and America are again at the top of this tragic                   
ranking.  In detail, in Africa a total of 6 people were 
killed (2 in Burkina Faso, 1 in Cameroon, 1 in the              
DemocraƟc Republic of Congo and 2 in South Africa), 5 
in the Americas (1 in Colombia, 1 in Ecuador, 1 in              
Mexico and 1 in Brazil) and 2 in Europe (1 in Poland and 
1 in Spain). 
The missionaries and pastoral workers killed were not 
in the public spotlight, but worked to bear witness to 
their faith in everyday life.  
The available informaƟon on the lives and                              
circumstances in which these people died violently, 
gives us a picture of daily life, in contexts oŌen marked 
by violence, poverty and lack of jusƟce. They were 
oŌen witnesses and missionaries who selflessly                  
sacrificed their lives to Christ unƟl the end. 

The Gospel of Luke 
The Gospel of Luke was probably wriƩen about AD 85, 
give or take five or ten years.  By tradiƟonal aƩribute, 
the author was Luke a physician, the fellow worker and 
travelling companion of Paul.  The Gospel begins in              
Jerusalem and the book of Acts ends in Rome whidh 
suggests a sweeping view of the desƟny of ChrisƟanity. 
The Gospel indicates that it was wriƩen to assure                
fellow ChrisƟans, not as an apologeƟc. “So that you 
may realize what certainty you have of the instrucƟon 
you have received”  
Let’s hope that when we, as a parish, journey with Luke 
over these next few months, we may become more            
confident in our faith. 

Stand tall and be              
proud. 

 

Go out on a limb. 
 

Reach for the sky. 
 

Adapt to change. 
 

Branch out. 
 

Stay grounded. 
 

Remember your                
roots. 

 

Drink plenty of water. 

Get rid of dead 
wood. 

 

Be condent. 
 

Never stop             
growing. 

 

Bend before you 
break. 

 

Turn over a new 
leaf. 

 

Enjoy the view. 

Advice from a Tree 

Parish Notices 
1: BINGO 
Bingo takes place every Monday evening in the Parish Centre at 
7.50pm. Why not try your luck? 
 

2: ACTIVITIES AND CLASSES IN THE SMA PARISH CENTRE 
Classes have resumed in the Parish Centre again for the New 
Year. A brochure is available with the full list of acƟviƟes in the 
recepƟon of the SMA Parish Centre. You may find something of 
interest. 
 

3: BOOKKEEPER POSITION 
We are a very busy centre and we are looking for assistance for a 
number of hours per week with the preparaƟon of accounts, VAT, 
income tax, and other statutory tax returns, payroll etc.  All work 
to be done on Excel and Thesaurus.  
Please email: info@wiltonparishcentre.ie for further details. 




