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The Matt Talbot Novena begins on Tuesday March 11th at 
7.30 pm in the Church of the Way of the Cross,  Togher 

ASH WEDNESDAY PALM LEAF 

 

 

During our ceremony of Ash Wednesday people were 
given a palm leaf and a note. The note invited people to 
take time and reflect on ONE personal habit or behavior 
that they are willing to acknowledge as an obstacle to 
their spiritual growth. When they have identified a habit 
that they feel blocks God’s grace in their lives they are 
asked to simply write it on the palm leaf and return it to 
the church. Palm leaves returned will be burned in the 
Easter fire at our Easter Vigil. 

During Lent one should hold that habit or behavior in 
prayer.  With prayer and personal commitment we might 
come to Easter to find that we have personally grown 
spiritually.  

God wants you to change, but do you really want to 
change? 

(The Lenten palms were sponsored from funds collected 
during our second collection – Parish Pastoral needs) 

Parish Charity for Lent –Trocaire 

We have concluded our support for the Irish Pilgrimage 
Trust. An amount of €1,600 has been collected and a 
cheque for this amount will be presented to a              
representative of the group. Again we thank members of 
the parish for their generous support for a deserving 
charity. 

During the period of Lent we join with all the parishes in 
Ireland and rally in support of the work of Trocaire. This 
year funds collected will be used to support projects that 
address climate issues. People are asked to take a       
Trocaire envelope which contains a money box which 
allows for families and friends to join in contributing to 
our parish support of Trocaire for Lent. Please take one 
from the back of the church. 

Post Easter Parish Retreat 

Members of the parish are planning a 3-day retreat at 
Ballyvaloo Retreat Centre, Co Wexford on April 22nd to 
25th April.   We need to guarantee at least 10 people to 
attend at the price quoted of €345 for 3 nights, full 
board and keep. We need to confirm if we are attending 
pretty soon.   
Anyone who wishes to join the group should give their 

name to Sheila  or Pauline as soon as possible. There is 

still space for at least two people.  

Today’s Gospel – Our testing! 

Jesus lives his life facing real temptations and that is the 

measure of his humanity. As we enter Lent we ask         

ourselves how we face those temptations too. When times 

get rough and we feel hungry and alone, do we still trust in 

God? When our life seems a vast vacancy, do we still     

believe in the Father who loves us? Are we willing to risk 

our necks for the sake of the Gospel, or do we settle for   

guarding our own security? Do we make our authority felt 

so that people are degraded, or is it a real service to      

others? 

Our Lenten Family of Churches 
Pilgrimage 

Every year members of the Syro Malabar 
community undertake a short pilgrimage 
walk up Corrin Hill near Fermoy. It’s a trail 
marked by the Stations of the Cross and it 
offers a panoramic view over East Cork. It is not an     
arduous climb and there will be refreshments at the 
end. It’s an opportunity for the Syro Malabar, Eritrean 
and our community to connect as we prepare to         
celebrate Easter. We will solicit names from among our 
members nearer the date so that we can pool cars. The 
date scheduled is Saturday afternoon before Holy 
Week. 

A recent Donation of €1,000 was presented to Gorta by  
Father Micheal O’ Leary. 
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